
20  ~   the HPSO quarterly             winter 2017

Extension Master Gardeners Nurture Their  
Communities from the Ground Up

This summer Portland will host the biennial 
International Master Gardener Conference. 
The gathering, July 10-14 and centered  
at the Oregon Convention Center, will 
attract more than one thousand avid 
horticulturists and gardeners from the US, 
Canada and South Korea. Registrants—
non-Master Gardeners are invited and 
encouraged—will attend garden tours, 
speaker sessions, a film series and a trade 
show in addition to networking opportuni-
ties and social events. There will also be 
tours to unique places that make Portland 
and its environs memorable.

Cisco Morris, always an amusing master 
of ceremonies, will introduce the keynote 
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speakers—Dr. John Marzluff, Professor 
of Environmental and Forest Sciences, 
University of Washington; plantsman- 
adventurer, Dan Hinkley; and seed  
developer and writer, Renee Shepherd, 
owner of Renee’s Garden.  

An impressive roster of session speakers 
will offer information on an astonishing  
array of subjects throughout the event.

For detailed information about the con-
ference, visit http://blogs.oregonstate.
edu/2017imgc/.

An important part of the conference is 
recognition of Master Gardener chapters 
which have undertaken projects worthy of 
the International Master Gardener Search 
for Excellence Award.

Search for Excellence projects fall into 
one of seven categories: Youth Programs, 
Demonstration Gardens, Workshop or 
Presentation, Community Service, Innova-
tive Projects, Special Need Audiences or 
Research. Each project must be deemed 
by judges to be meritorious, simple to  
replicate, and compatible with the  
Extension Master Gardener mission.

Oregon’s four award-winning projects 
include Clackamas County’s 10-Minute 
University™, Lincoln County’s Yaquina Bay 
Lighthouse and School Garden, Marion 
County’s Grafted Vegetable Garden Trial 
and Wasco County’s Northern Oregon 
Regional Correction Facility (NORCOR) 
Spring Fair Project. Together, they rep-
resent the spectrum of Master Gardener 
services to local communities.

In the Workshop or Presentation, Clacka-
mas County’s 10-Minute University™,  
the realized vision of two former Chapter  
presidents, provides science-based 
information in a quick and efficient format. 
Sometimes likened to speed dating, the 

program depends on expert, highly  
articulate Master Gardener Volunteers  
who give short, concise talks on a variety 
of frequently requested subjects. The  
talks are augmented with fact-focused 
handouts. At the end of each presentation, 
evaluation forms are completed by  
attendees. This feedback allows pre-
senters to keep the program fresh and 
relevant. Forty-three 10-Minute University 
Handouts are available online at http://
cmastergardeners.org, and the chapter 
has filmed 20 ‘OSU Master Gardener: 
10-Minute University Series’ YouTube 
videos. Each year, 10-Minute University 
reaches thousands of people during 
garden-related events.

Lincoln County’s Youth Programs project, 
the Yaquina Bay Lighthouse Garden, is  
an educational heritage garden meant to 
recreate kitchen garden and ornamental 
plots maintained by lightkeepers and their 
families in the 1870s. It is a collabora-
tive effort between Newport’s elementary 
schools, Lincoln County Master Garden-
ers, Oregon State Parks and Recreation, 
Friends of the Yaquina Lighthouses, Lin-
coln County School District and the local 
Food Share and community food pantries. 

The garden’s goals: to demonstrate,  
educate, and inspire, are furthered by 
involving elementary school students 
in organic sustainable gardening and 
landscaping activities while creating an 
inspiring venue for visitors. The students 
start plants from seed and, under the tute-
lage of Master Gardener Volunteers, follow 
the project through the seasons to harvest 
and to prepare the beds for overwintering.

Fresh vegetables and herbs from the  
garden give the students tangible evi-
dence of the benefits of their work and 
the bulk of the produce goes to local food 
pantries.

Extension Master
Gardener programs

educate people, engaging
them in learning to use

unbiased, research-based  
horticulture and gardening  

practices through a
network of trained

volunteers directed and
supported by land-grant

university faculty and staff.

From the Extension Master Gardener
Mission Statement

International Master Gardener Conference.
July 10-14 at the Oregon Convention Center



www.hardyplantsociety.org   the HPSO quarterly ~ 21   

clockwise from above:

10-Minute University delivers  
information accurately and efficiently 
— Photo by Sherry Sheng

Plants grown by youth inmates at 
NORCOR facility — Photo by: Bruce Lavier

Lincoln County students plant seeds 
at Yaquina Bay Lighthouse Heritage 
Garden — Photo by Jeff Olsen

Tomato lover at Marion County’s 
grafted vegetable display — Photo by  
Harry Olson

With their Research entry, Grafted  
Vegetable Garden Trial, the Marion  
County Master Gardeners lay to rest once 
and for all the question of whether it is 
financially and gastronomically feasible to 
pay the relatively high price for a grafted 
tomato plant.

In multi-year side by side comparisons  
of a full range of tomato varieties, the  
Marion County team demonstrated that 
grafting results in significant improvements 
in production, better disease resistance 
and a longer fruiting season while main-
taining the flavor and character of the 
individual variety.

In 2014, the Oregon Garden invited the 
project to establish a grafted vegetable 
demonstration garden showcasing not 
only tomatoes, but peppers, eggplant, 
melons, basil, and a popular tomato- 
potato graft named ‘Ketchup ‘n’ Fries.’ 

The Chapter continues with its highly  
visible display at the Oregon Garden  
and pursues innovations including a new 
method of pruning tomatoes that has 
resulted in even greater production.

Wasco County’s Special Need Audiences 
entry, the Northern Oregon Correction 
Facility (NORCOR)/Spring Plant Sale, 
has provided multiple benefits to county 
residents. 

Begun in 2009 in a greenhouse obtained 
by the NORCOR teaching staff as a part of 
their science curriculum for youth inmates, 
the program linked Master Gardener 
Volunteers and facility teachers to produce 
a broad variety of plants which are sold 
to raise funds for the chapter during its 
spring plant sale.

Students in the program are selected after 
demonstrating exemplary behavior and, 
because many are short-term residents, 
the project uses instructional mini-sessions 
to teach basic gardening concepts that 
can be applied to the project.

For inmates, the positive reinforcement 
of their greenhouse bursting with colorful 
plants gives a tremendous sense of ac-
complishment. Some of the residents have 
gone on to use their skills in agriculture, 
and many receive certificates of accom-
plishment that are used as job references.

These projects and many more are 
brought to life by the combination of 
enthusiasm, creativity and sleeves-rolled-
up work ethic that exemplifies Volunteer 
Master Gardeners. 

The Oregon State University Extension 
Master Gardener program makes its 
science-based information available to  
everyone through classes, phone-in  
clinics, farmers markets, information 
booths, gardening practices clinics and 
workshops.  

More information is available at http:// 
extension.oregonstate.edu/gardening/

To explore becoming an Extension Master 
Gardener, Google “Master Gardener - 
Oregon State University” or visit http://
extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/ for more 
information.
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