
 

President’s Notes

Happy fall! 
 
September is the start of the fall season where we 
harvest that which we have grown and decide what 
to do next – plant our fall/winter gardens – put 
beds to sleep – start planning for next year. 

I will be appointing a Chairperson for the Budget 
Committee. Along with copies of the last two end-
of-year reports and plans for future improvements, 
a strawman budget is made. To get a balanced 
budget requires some give and take among 
different programs and activities or a transfer of 
funds from savings. 

All of this is accomplished in a single meeting of 
about 2 hours. WOW !!  

The final budget proposal then goes to the Board 
(usually in November). An Audit Committee 
Chairperson will also be appointed.  Their purpose 
is to review our financial records rendering an 
opinion as to their fairness and reliability. It gives 
the Treasurer an opportunity to correct any 
shortcomings and demonstrate his/her 
dependability and trustworthiness. The actual audit 
is scheduled after end of year and prior to 
January 31, 2017, with the report given at the 
February Board meeting. 

New Board members are encouraged to attend a 
training session in Florence, Oregon. LCMGA is 
covering the cost as Advanced Training. Online 
registration and further information can be found 
at www.nonprofitsteward.org. 

The visit from Katherine Johnson (OMGA 
Treasurer) went very well with some changes made 
to our Budget versus Actual Report to benefit both 
the LCMGA treasurer and members. The report is 
easily generated in Quicken showing income and 
expenses and the differences. All in all, Katherine 
was very impressed with our treasurer and what 
we have done this year. 

The Tablet is up and ready for use in the MG office 
or at special events with WI-FI connections. Ann 
Geyer will attend the September Board Meeting to 
introduce the trial website for LCMGA. 

 

Plant a smile. Grow a garden of 
Delight!! 
 
Donna Davis 
LCMGA President 2016 
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September Activities Calendar 

 

Activities 

September 10 — 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
Salem Hardy Plant Society Sale 
Polk County Fairgrounds; Rickreall 
Plant sale timed for fall planting, with numerous vendors to choose from. 
 
 
September 17 — 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
Fall Plant Sale 
Connie Hansen Garden Conservancy 
1931 NW 33rd Street; Lincoln City 
 
 
September 17 — 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Polk County Master Garden Fall Fling 
Dallas Readiness Center 
12830 Westview Drive; Dallas 
A gardening Festival and Vendor Faire.  Morning speakers include Toni Gattoni author of “You Can Garden 
For Life”, Ann Ralph author of “Grow a Little Fruit Tree” and Maggie Stuckey author of “The Bountiful 
Container”.  Register at http://bit.ly/FallFling2016, registration deadline is September 2. 
 
 
September 24 and 25 — 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Colors of Fall Festival 
Cascade Nursery Trail  
Unique plants for fall planting and winter interest.  Nurseries include Garden Thyme Nursery, Harvest Nursery, 
Hydrangeas Plus, Nowlens Bridge Perennials, Out in the Garden Nursery, Seabright Gardens, and Secret 
Garden Growers. 
 
  

http://bit.ly/FallFling2016
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Pollinator Plant Profile 
with Anne Schatz 

 

Escallonia spp. 

 

 
Honey bee accessing nectary on Escallonia rubra in 
author’s yard. 

Es-callonia! (Belted out with vigor to the tune of 
Oklahoma!).  Show tunes too much?  Perhaps, but 
that is how enthusiastic I am about this plant. 

There is really no better hedge for our windy 
coastal climate than this. And hedges are 
important because pollinators, as a rule, don’t like 
wind.  Escallonia braves our salt air, handles our 
acidic soil, doesn’t mind sand or clay, and is 
maintenance free, once established.  The best part 
is that the most common form, Escallonia rubra, 
blooms from May into November most years! 

Escallonia is a genus of more than 40 flowering 
plants originating in the Mediterranean climate 
areas of South America.  It can be anything from a 
two-foot dwarf variety up to forms resembling 
small trees.   

It is an evergreen that flourishes in USDA Zones 7 
to 9, making it work well in our inland valleys, too.  
There are many cultivars available, but if you want 
this plant, just look around your neighborhood and 
find one you like.  You can start a hedge by pushing 
cuttings into the ground during times of adequate 
rainfall, and most of them will root.  Established 
plants will likely have some new plants around the 
edges where layering has taken place, for another 
option.   

Escallonia has no real pest problems, although deer 
can be a nuisance; but the plant grows vigorously 
enough that they don’t usually cause much harm.  
In our climate, it will tolerate shade, but will bloom 
better in full sun.   

It’s almost perfect, but not quite.  Anyone with an 
Escallonia hedge probably cringed when I wrote 
“maintenance free”.  Depending on the cultivar, 
pruning may be quite necessary.  But if you stay on 
top of it, the soft new growth comes off easily with 
a power trimmer or clippers and will produce a fine 
hedge.  Pruning makes the hedge denser and can 
result in a formal, sculpted hedge or something 
more free form, but still dense enough to block the 
strongest wind gusts.   

Be careful not to trim too often as you’ll be 
trimming off the blooms, which will deprive 
pollinators of this wonderful nectar source.  If you 
give Escallonia a hard prune in early spring, the 
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leaves will quickly fill in and you won’t be left with 
a bare hedge of sticks for long.   

Be aware that substances in the pruned leaves 
suppress the growth of other plants, so if you want 
to knock the grass down in an area, spread the 
prunings there.  The growing plant doesn’t seem to 
have this effect. 

Watch honey bees on Escallonia and you’ll often 
see that the flowers are too deep for them to 
forage directly.  They hunt at the base of the flower 
for holes made by bumble bees and use those to 
access the nectaries (see photo above).  It’s a bit 
harder to forage, so honey bees will generally go 
after something more attractive if it’s available.  

During this time of the year when many blooms are 
winding down, is when you’ll see Escallonia really 
shine for pollinators as it comes alive with bees, in 
addition to the hummingbirds that have visited all 
summer.  Share it with your neighbors to have 
even more available for your local pollinators.  

This is a top notch plant for anyone interested in 
supporting diverse pollinators and hummingbirds! 

 

Anne Schatz 
Anne has been a Master Gardener since 2008, is 
enrolled at the Journey Level in the Master Beekeeper 
Program, and is an avid pollinator enthusiast. 
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The Big Bug Hunt 
Shared by Ann Geyer 

 

Karey Windbiel-Rojas Courtesy UC Statewide IPM Program 
BY DEBBIE ARRINGTON (darrington@sacbee.com) 

As any gardener can tell you, bugs are always on the move. 

How do we know when they’ll show up in our yard? We usually don’t – until after they’ve already made 
themselves at home, feasting on their favorite plants. We try to deal with these unwelcome guests only after 
we see the damage they caused. What if there was some sort of advance warning system for garden pests? 
We could cover our crops and save our tomatoes. We could prepare for infestations before they hatch. We 
could beat the bad bugs. With the introduction in California of Asian insects such as brown marmorated stink 
bugs and Japanese beetles, pest tracking is a global issue. Bad bugs can invade from anywhere. 

That’s part of the appeal of the Big Bug Hunt, an international online effort to track insects via citizen science. 

“The aim of the Big Bug Hunt is to make it easy for gardeners to report any pests or beneficial insects they see 
in their gardens,” explained bug hunter Ben Vanheems, who is based in the English village of Chipping Norton. 
“We’re then using that data to build up a picture of how pests spread. By combining it with meteorological 
data and the expertise of the university researchers, we’re creating the first intelligent pest prediction service 
for gardeners.” 

With the help of University of York in England, the Big Bug Hunt was launched by the creators 
of GrowVeg.com, a top provider of gardening apps. It’s a free service that can be accessed online 
at www.bigbughunt.com. 

Still in its larval stage, the Big Bug Hunt has big goals, but so far needs more real-time data to accurately map 
pest infestations. “The app collects reports from gardeners around the U.S. and the world and combine these 
with the latest developments in computer statistical analysis,” Vanheems said. 

Pest control ranks among the top concerns of gardeners anywhere, he said. When fighting voracious pests, 
organic methods often need a head start to be effective. “We’re tracking everything, from essential beneficial 
insects such as bees whose population has been so dramatically reduced recently, right through to aphids and 
slugs, and we’ll be making the results available as the data is analyzed,” said Jeremy Dore, founder of GrowVeg 
parent Growing Interactive. “Many organic control methods need to be put in place before pests strike – and 
it’s often too late to save a crop once the bad bugs have arrived,” Vanheems said. 

Subscribers get a weekly email with updates. In return, bug hunters are asked to report insects – both good 
and bad – that they spot in their own gardens. “Obviously some pests will be more regularly reported than 
others, and it is these pests that we are likely to be able to predict the spread of first of all,” Vanheems said. 
“We hope that pests such as aphids, carrot rust fly and whitefly will be the ones that we can develop 
prediction services for first. However, the conditions that cause pests to emerge are interrelated, which is why 
all reports are helpful.” 

mailto:darrington@sacbee.com
http://www.sacbee.com/entertainment/living/home-garden/debbie-arrington/article89496137.html
http://www.sacbee.com/entertainment/living/home-garden/debbie-arrington/article89496137.html
http://www.sacbee.com/news/local/environment/article89947952.html
http://www.york.ac.uk/
http://www.growveg.com/
http://www.bigbughunt.com/
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The pest reporting website is quick and easy, he added. “It takes less than 15 seconds to report a pest. There 
are also extensive pest identification guides available and our weekly newsletter includes tips on what to look 
out for and downloadable resources, tips and videos.” 

The more reports, the more bug information, such as interactive maps of pests spreading across the country, 
will be available for others. “In time, we will develop a full pest prediction service that will alert gardeners 
when pests are heading their way – either by email or within dedicated apps – so they can take evasive 
action,” Vanheems said. 

 

Recipe of the Month 

by Cathi Block 

Here’s a yummy (and very timely!) recipe for those of us lucky enough to have a large crop of zucchini. 
 

 Zucchini-Rice Casserole 
  

 2   pounds zucchini (6 medium) 
 2   T. butter 
 1   T. veg oil 
 1   cup chopped onion 
 3   large cloves of garlic, finely chopped (1 Tablespoon) 
 2   T. all-purpose flour 
 2 ½ cups of half and half (I use 2% milk) 
 ½   cup white rice, uncooked 
 1   cup grated parmesan cheese, divided 
 1   t. salt 
 Black pepper  
 

 Preheat oven to 425 degrees. Wash zucchini, trim ends, shred, and set into a colander to drain. 

 Heat butter and oil in large skillet. Sauté onion until soft. Stir in garlic and shredded zucchini. Cook over 
medium high heat 5 minutes, stirring often. Sprinkle with flour and cook, stirring, 1 minute or until flour is 
absorbed. Stir in half and half (or milk), rice, ¾ cup of parmesan cheese, and salt and pepper to taste. Pour into 
a 9- by 13-inch glass baking dish. Sprinkle remaining parmesan cheese on top. 

 Bake, uncovered, 30 to 35 minutes or until golden brown and bubbling. Remove from oven and allow 
to sit 10 to 20 minutes before serving. 
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Highlights from Mini-College
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

LYNN ALEXANDERSON 
This was my first time attending mini-college. I’m really glad I made it a 
priority. It was well worth it. The venue and food were great. The variety 

of classes was impressive; and it was fun to spend time with  
other Lincoln County MGs.  

 
In addition, it was interesting to listen to the various chapter presentations 
at the OMGA awards banquet. It is amazing what various chapters have 
done to improve their programs and increase community out-reach. One 
of the most interesting presentations at the conference was the process 
and ideas used to put together an adaptive garden on a small budget.  

When one chapter lost their greenhouse, they needed to put their thinking 
caps on regarding what to do. They ended up partnering with a school to 
use the school's long-unused greenhouse, and in return taught special 
needs teens how to propagate plants. Just think about the joy this gave 

these kids (along with some skills)!  
 

One of my favorite educational sessions was put on by Harry Olsen, MG 
from Salem. He spoke about what is new with tomatoes. He grows mainly 
grafted tomatoes and taught us about a special pruning technique that he 

uses to increase his production. We learned a lot about the benefits of 
growing grafted tomatoes and it definitely convinced me to  

try a couple varieties. 
 

All in all, it was a great conference. I learned a lot and had fun, too. If you 
have a chance, try to attend. These educational events are helping me 

gain skill and confidence with my gardening projects. 

CATHI BLOCK 
From my own experience....this was my 

8th time attending mini college. Each 
year is different and all are memorable. 
The weather was perfect; the classes 
were good as usual, and I really enjoy 
the social aspect. Lincoln County was 

well represented by 10 master 
gardeners! They were Heather Fortner, 

Donna Davis, Julie Cook, Lynn 
Alexanderson, Jill Johnson, Liz Olsen, 
Sonja Lovas (and guest), Mary Jane 

Bonelitz, Sharon Busby and me. 

 

JULIE COOK 
I had a wonderful time at mini college.  On 
Friday I heard John Stevenson, a Climate 
Specialist, talk about the likely effects of 

climate change in our area, and then 
Bernardine Strik and Neil Bell on 

berries.  On Saturday, Cynthia Ocamb 
scared the pants off me with “Diseases in 

Vegetable Crops”.  Rose Marie Nichol 
McGee and Darren Morgan, the manager of 
Shonnard’s, gave me tips on gardening into 
fall. All in all, it was well worth the $86, which 

included two nice lunches.  I’ll go again. 

 

SHARON BUSBY 
I attended mini-college for the first time this 

summer.  It far exceeded my 
expectations.  It was a great learning 

experience. We were able to participate in 
six classes over the two days and shopped 

in an extensive gardening bookstore, as well 
as meet many wonderful Master Gardeners 
from all over the state.  I am looking forward 

to the International Master Gardening 
Conference in Portland in July 2017. 
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Yachats Demonstration and Community Garden 

This is the fifth and final installment of our 5-
part series highlighting the Lincoln County 
Master Gardener Demonstration Gardens. 

The Yachats Community Demonstration 
Garden is located in the South Lincoln County 
coastal town of Yachats at 7th and Driftwood 
Lane, 22 miles south of Newport on Highway 
101, and, just one block from the crashing 
waves of the Pacific Ocean.  

The garden was founded in 2009 when Master Gardeners took a vacant 
plot of land and built a recycled perimeter fence and gate followed by 12 
raised beds, handicap accessible beds, community growing plots, compost 
bins, a sensory garden, drip irrigation, greenhouse, and a water collection 
system.  A recent project is an experimental blueberry bed, planted with 
varieties of blueberries including 14 starts of a heritage New Jersey native 
from the Oregon State University gene bank. 

 
This many faceted garden not only provides space and mentoring for apprentices and Master Gardeners to 
practice and experiment, but also provides community members a garden 
space they can rent for a nominal fee.  Our “family” of master gardeners and 
apprentices work hard to maintain an extensive vegetable patch, providing 
cabbage, potatoes, broccoli, Swiss chard, kale, onions, squash, and pumpkins 
to Food Share clients throughout the season, as well as rhubarb to the Yachats 
Women’s Club for their pie baking fundraisers for community projects. Yearly 
donations of vegetables to Food Share and the Yachats Women’s Club have 
ranged from 400 to 800 pounds.   
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The goal of the Yachats Demonstration and Community Garden is to demonstrate, educate, and inspire.  The 
garden includes extensive ornamental gardening beds, demonstrating methods 
and plant choices most suited to our 
unique coastal conditions.   
 
The garden uses native and nonnative 
plantings as wind blocks, as well as 
creating lovely perennial beds and a 
sensory garden and court yard.   

 
Open Houses are held on the second Sunday of each month, May 
through September, from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., coinciding with the Yachats 
Farmers’ Market, and feature educational information highlighting the 
concerns of the growing season as well as simply encouraging the public to 
come in and visit and enjoy our beautiful space.  Visitors are always welcome 
when the gate is open and Master Gardeners are working in the garden  
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September LCMGA Board Meeting Agenda 
September 12, 2016 
Newport City Library 

Small Conference Room (lower level) 
Doors open at 9:30; meeting starts promptly at 10:00. 

Call to Order (10:00) Donna D. 

Approval of Minutes Karen J. 

Treasurer Report 

 August end-of-month report 
 New and improved budget vs actual 

Emily B. 

Demonstration Garden Reports 
 Yachats 
 Yaquina Bay Lighthouse 
 OCCC South Beach 
 OCCC Lincoln City 
 Oceanview Adaptive Garden 

(Written Reports) 

2017 SFE  

OMGA Update Heather F. 
MG Program Coordinator Report 
 Seeds to Supper Program 
 MG Week 

Liz O. 

Website Homepage Presentation Ann G. 

New Business  

Appointment of Budget and Audit 
Chairpersons  

 

Adjournment (11:00)  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oregon State University Extension Service offers educational programs, activities, and materials 
without discrimination based on age, color, disability, familial or parental status, gender identity or 
expression, genetic information, marital status, national origin, political beliefs, race, religion, reprisal, 
sex, sexual orientation, veteran’s status, or because all or a part of an individual's income is derived 
from any public assistance program. Oregon State University Extension Service is an 
AA/EOE/Veterans/Disabled Employer. 

 

LCMGA Officers — 2016 

President Donna Davis lcmgdonna@gmail.com 

Past-President Pat Shaw (Lincoln City) shaw.pat25@gmail.com 

Vice President Dawn Henton dawn.henton@gmail.com 

Secretary Karen Jones karenjon@gmail.com 

Co-Treasurer Emily Blume sparkse12@hotmail.com 

Co-Treasurer Vacant  

Historian Mary Ellen Townsend maryellentownsend@gmail.com 

OMGA Representative Heather Fortner heatherfortner@hotmail.com 

MG Program Coordinator Liz Olsen Liz.Olsen@oregonstate.edu 

mailto:shaw.pat25@gmail.com
mailto:maryellentownsend@gmail.com
mailto:heatherfortner@hotmail.com

